
Cape Ann Piano Studio 
Practice for Elephants Contest 

Spring Quarter 2014 
 
Dear Piano Students, Parents, and Sponsors of our Practice for Elephants contest: 
 
We are starting our Practice for Elephants contest on Tuesday, April 8. Over 6 weeks, 
April 8 to May 23, students and parents will keep track of student practice time, marking 
the minutes and days practiced on the elephant contest practice sheets in each student’s 
binder. Parents, I need your initials each week to verify your child’s practice times. If not 
filled in, the minutes will not be counted! 
 
Barsilinga, left, and Chemi Chemi, right. 

 
Lominyek, as a baby. 
 

 
How the Contest Works: 
 
Students should find an adult who would be willing to sponsor their practicing; either a 
parent, grandparent, relative, or close family friend. For every minute that your student 
practices during these 6 weeks, you will ask your sponsor to give you two cents a minute. 
While you will need to keep track of your practicing each week for 6 weeks, you will 
collect your donations from your sponsor at the end of the practice contest in May. 
 
The donations that will be collected will then go to sponsor our adopted baby elephant 
cubs whose mothers or fathers were killed from illegal poaching of ivory in Africa. The 
orphaned baby elephants are raised and kept safe for later release by the David Sheldrick 
Wildlife Trust Foundation in Nairobi, Kenya where it operates the Tsavo East National 
Park. 



 
Here is the website to follow yourself at home: 
http://www.sheldrickwildlifetrust.org/asp/orphans.asp 
 
About the History of the Use of Ivory for Pianos 
As pianists we are very aware of the history of using ivory for piano keys and that the 
manufacture of pianos once contributed to the trade in ivory. But today, piano technicians 
use polymers and mixtures of plastics to create the look and feel of ivory for our piano 
keys, bypassing entirely the illegal trade in ivory elephant tusks. 
 
During the Practice for Elephants contest, we will get caught up on the progress of our 
adopted orphaned elephants, Barsilinga, Chemi Chemi, and Lominyek,* whose current 
pics and history will be up in the studio. 
To sponsor our three elephants for another year costs $150. If we go over our goal, we 
can adopt another elephant or sponsor our elephants for more than a year! 
 
New This Year: 
The student with the most minutes practiced at the end of the contest will also be awarded 
a special prize at the Annual Spring Recital and Awards Ceremony.  
 
Just think, just by practicing the piano and learning new songs, you’ll be creating music 
and helping save elephants, at the same time! ☺ 
 
—Miss Julie 
 
Please let me know if you have questions before we start! 
 
*Update on Lominyek: He’s 19 years old, and has now been released back into the wild 
in the Tsavo East National Park. Because he’s ok, we’re going to transfer our 
sponsorship to another young orphan. 


